Inherited Diseases of the Maxillo-Facial Area and 

the Special Treatment of these Problems

20th – 21st September 2006

The forum was sponsored by the Ministry of Health, 

Academy of Medical Sciences, Dental Institute, Odessa, Ukraine and the 

European Section of the International College of Dentists

Several hurdles were placed in the way of the organizers of the Second International Dental Meeting in Odessa, Ukraine in September 2006 –  not least the cancellation with just days to go of one of the main speakers from the US.   

But nothing ventured,  nothing gained!
 Dr Paul Becker, US FICD living and working in Odessa,  telephoned Meredyth Bell FICD from Newcastle UK who recommended,  and with just a few days notice,  obtained the services of the outstanding scholar and academic, Professor Peter A. Mossey.  
Input from the European Section

UK

Prof. Mossey, originally from Northern Ireland, is professor of Craniofacial Development and Dentofacial Orthopaedics, University of Dundee and Honorary Consultant in Orthodontics, Tayside University Hospitals Trust.  Currently he is the sub-dean for Research University of Dundee Dental School and Director of the World Health Organization (WHO) Collaborative Center for public health issues on congenital anomalies and technology transfer. Peter spoke for two hours on Wednesday and then for two hours on Thursday before running back to the airport to catch a plane.

Greece

Also speaking on Thursday was the most wonderful woman recommended and encouraged to help us by Aris-Petros Tripodakis, ICD Regent for Greece and Cyprus. Her name  is Professor Maria Nassika.  She graduated from Athens University Dental School and then did her post graduate work in Norway where she specialized in Orthodontics at the University of Bergen. She also holds a doctorate in Orthodontics from Athens University. Maria, besides working in the postgraduate Department of Orthodontics with a speciality of Cleft Lip and Palate at the University of Athens, has a private practice in Athens.  The title of Professor Nassica's lecture was entitled "Orthodontics as a member of the Cleft Interdisciplinary team”.  Everyone that met Maria fell in love with her. She was a total delight and an extremely well received presenter at the congress.

Professor Mossey’s talk has inspired some of us here to "get Ukraine on board" with the registration of craniofacial congenital birth defects as part of the WHO registry programme.  It is my understanding that at this point there is no representation in the world from the former Eastern Block and this leaves an enormous void in the compilation of information of these tragic events.  
The 225 Participants
This year there were approximately 225 doctors and some dental students in attendance.  There were of course in the audience people from Ukraine, Belarus  and Russia, but in addition,people from Libya, Lebanon, Iran, Egypt and Italy.

Thanks to Speakers, their Encouragers & European Section ICD
It was again a delight and pleasure for Tania and I to be able to assist with the local transportation, lodging and feeding of the guests in our home.  This makes it so much more special for us to be able to actively bring these people into a small part of our lives.

I must thank again both of our wonderful speakers.............and those who so successfully encouraged them to help us here in Eastern Europe.   It was only through the help of Meredyth Bell (England- ICD fellow) that we were able to locate and get the assistance of Peter Mossey with only one week notice. It was totally her suggestion and her persistence that made this happen. We owe a great big thanks to her for her contribution.   

And Aris-Petros Tripodakis of Athens, Regent for Greece and Cyprus – what can we say to you?  This is the second year running you have encouraged a wonderful speaker to come to us in Odessa:  - this year, Dr. Maria Nassika, and last year, Dr Joannis Fakitsas.  Both wonderful speakers and people we hope now we may call our friends.. Thank you so much, Aris-Petros.  

Very sincere thanks especially to the European Section of ICD who supported the traveling and subsistence expenses of our two excellent speakers.  

Effective Work of European Section ICD Work in Eastern Europe

This meeting was a wonderful example of Sharing Knowledge. Is not this what the ICD is all about?  

Can we encourage the European Section of ICD with more participation in this way?  Be in no doubt that it directly and quickly impacts the professional awareness and knowledge of the people here in the Eastern section of Europe to a degree that many did not believe possible. 
I believe that ICD is directly on target regarding Eastern Europe.

Dr Paul Becker FICD
Odessa, Ukraine
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