First International conference in Odessa, Ukraine

October 28th – 29th 2005

The first International conference in Odessa, organized and sponsored by the Ukraine Academy of Medical Sciences, the Ukraine Ministry of Health and the Odessa State Dental Research Institute took place on October 28thand 29th,  with Master Classes on October 30th. Sponsorship was provided by 3M Espe, Septodont, Oral-B Procter & Gamble and GACUnitec. The conference was devoted to The Vital Problems Of Children's Dentistry And Orthodontia. 
It had great success among the 300 pediatric dentists and orthodontists from Albania, Moldova, Belarus, Russia and of course Ukraine.

With great certainty, I can say that our two ICD contributors, Dr Jan van Hoeve of the Netherlands and Dr Ioannis Fakitsas of Greece, (who will become an FICD IN Genoa in June 2006) were the two best presenters. It is hard to hold the attention of the audience when you are one of the 18 speakers on a single day with only one short break, but the audience in Ukraine was very attentive to them, and so appreciative of their presence among them.
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Dr van Hoeve spoke on Perio-Restorative Relations, Perio-Endo
Problems And Periodontal Bone Regeneration.  His master class was entitled Periodontology In General Practice.

Dr Fakitsas  spoke on 
The Use Of Orthonagthic Surgery In Conjunction with Orthodontics For A Higher Degree Of Acceptability & Success.
This experience was a success due to the joint efforts of many individuals:
· The chief of pediatrics hosted our guests two nights for dinner. 


· All in the European Section of the International College of Dentists helped in the recruitment of the guests and defraying 
of their transportation expenses in coming to Ukraine.

· Tania, my wife, and I helped with the translation, transportation, lodging and meals for our guests

It was truly a learning experience for everyone involved. From the organizers, right through to participants and the audience, everyone learned something new. On Monday morning the director of the Research Dental Institute expressed his appreciation of the ICD's participation in the implementation of new changes in pediatric dentistry. He is looking forward to the development of cooperation between the ICD and the Ukraine Academy of Medical Sciences.

 

I believe that this is a wonderful and cost effective method of "main streaming" the level of knowledge that is woefully behind in this part of the world. It is not the "total cure" but certainly a step in the right direction and I believe that it is totally in line with the philosophy of the ICD. 

A special thanks to Dr. Aris-Petros, Regent for Greece and Cyprus, for convincing Dr Fakitsas to come. I am looking forward to seeing him in Italy as a new member.  
Again, many, many thanks for all the efforts of those in the European Section!  Each and everyone of you contributed in making our first attempt in Mass Education to the East such a success
With best regards,

Dr Paul Becker

Odessa 

Ukraine

mail to:beck@real.ua 
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